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SUB J : DOMINICAN PERCEPTIONS OF US POLICY 
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1. PRESS COVERAGE OF PRESIDENT FORD'S APRIL 10 SPEECH WAS 
GENERALLY LIMITED TO WIRE SERVICE REPORTS OF AP, UPI AND 
EFE. THERE WERE NO SIGNIFICANT EDITORIAL COMMENTS. 

2. EVENTS IN SOUTHEAST ASIA HAVE PROVOKED LITTLE PUBLIC 
REACTION IN THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC EXCEPT FOR ONE SHORT 
EDITORIAL AND EXTENSIVE COMMENTS BY EX-PRESIDENT IUAN 
BOSCH, PERPETUAL CRITIC OF THE US. 

3. MEMORY OF 1965 INTERVENTION, HOWEVER, STILL HAS 
IMMEDIACY IN DR AND DOMINICANS RELATE "SUCCESSFUL" US 
INTERVENTION HERE WITH "UNSUCCESSFUL" ONE THERE. THE 
LIMITED REACTIONS HAVE BEEN PREDICTABLE. THE MOST 
CONSERVATIVE SECTORS IN DR, SUCH AS MILITARY, LANDHOLDERS 
AND BUSINESSMEN, TEND TO INTERPRET INABILITY OF US 

TO ACHIEVE ITS GOALS IN SOUTHEAST ASIA, AND WILL INTERPRET 
A FAILURE OF CONGRESS TO PROVIDE SUFFICIENT FUNDS, AS 
INDICATIONS THAT US IS LESS RELIABLE AN ALLY THAN FORMERLY. 
THEY NOW HAVE DOUBTS THAT US WOULD AGAIN INTERVENE IN 
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UNEASINESS ABOUT US WILL TO INTERVENE IS SHARED BY THOSE 
IN OTHER SECTORS WHO RELATE COUNTRY'S PROSPERITY TO 
US MILITARY INTERVENTION. 

4. OF THOSE WHO DISAPPROVED OF MASSIVE US INTERVENTION 
IN SOUTHEAST ASIA THERE ARE TWO DISTINCT GOUPS. THE 
EXTREME LEFTISTS AND CONFIRMED ANTI-YAN KE ES WHO REJOICE AT 
US FAILURES HAVE ALL ALONG BELEIVED IN INEVITABILITY OF 
PRESENT OUTCOME OF SOUTHEAST FIGHTING. OTHER AND MORE 
SIGNIFICANT GROUP MADE UP OF SMALL INTELLECTUAL ELITE OF 
WRITERS, EDUCATORS AND TECHNICIANS, FRIENDLY TO US. ALWAYS 
HAD RESERVATIONS ABOUT WISDOM OF US MILITARY INTERVENTION 
IN SOUTHEAST ASIA. THIS GROUP, WHICH INCLUDES MANY OF THE 
COUNTRY'S MOST THOUGHTFUL POTENTIAL LEADERS, TEND SEE 
US WORLD STATURE TEMPORARILY DIMINISHED; AT THE SAME TIME, 
THEY FEEL RELIEF THAT WITH REMOVAL OF DIVISIVE AND, IN 
THEIR OPINION, QUESTIONABLE ENGAGEMENT IN SOUTHEAST ASIA 
TERMINITED, US WILL BE MORE FREE TO ASSERT EFFECTIVE 
LEADERSHIP IN LATIN AMERICAN AND THE WORLD AND PERHAPS EVEN 
TO REGAIN SOME OF THE MORAL STATURE THAT WAS, IN THEIR 
OPINION, TARNISHED IN THE LONG MILITARY INVOLVEMENT IN 
SOUTHEAST ASIA. 

HURWITCH 
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